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. Hamilton's ' Philosophical Discussions' led me
in 1852 to reconsider the meaning of Causation,
and the origin of our mental determination to
refund all changes into causes. This Hamilton
explained as the consequence of finite intelligence
holding necessarily inadequate intercourse with
infinite Reality. This implies, he argued, our
inability to conceive change as added reality, or
as more than a new phase of eternally identical
Being. The determination to refund a change into
its cause is thus virtually a refusal to regard it
as something contributed to the already infinite
aggregate of existence. This negative view of
Causation seemed unduly to attenuate the con-
ception, and to take no account of what is implied
in active originating Power. So I ventured to
dissent in favour of a conception of which I was
not then fully master. I was beginning to think
that the mental demand for the physical cause of
an event is a consequence of the inability of
the human mind to suppose that nature is fin-
ally unintelligible, and therefore uninterpretable.
Are we not, as intelligent beings, I asked myself,
somehow inspired by the faith that we are liv-
ing and having our being in an ever-evolving
cosmos, not in eternally changing chaos? Andune and Stanley. But
